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Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
Mausoleum

Covering an area of 80,000 square 
meters (about 20 acres), Dr. Sun 

Yat-sen's Mausoleum is located in the 
Zhong Mountain Scenic Area in the 
east suburb of Nanjing City, Jiangsu 
Province. As the mausoleum of Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen, the father of the Republic 
of China, it is considered the Holy 
land of Chinese people both home 
and abroad. With deep historical 
significance, magnificent architecture 
and beautiful scenery, it is a must see 
when visiting Nanjing.
       Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) was 
a great forerunner of the Chinese 
democratic revolution and led by Dr. 
Sun the Chinese people brought down 

the corrupt rule of the Qing Dynasty  
(1644-1911) and ended 2000 years of 
the feudal monarchy system, which led 
the people into a new age.
     T h e  m a j e s t i c  m a u s o l e u m ' s 
construction was started in 1926 and 
completed in 1929. The whole scenic 
area represents an alarm bell as seen 
from the air, symbolizing the noble 
spirit and heroic efforts of Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen's devotion to the Chinese 
people, fight of oppression and wining 
the independence of the country. 
Facing south, the structures, along 
with the mountain ascends gradually 
a long wi th  the  centra l  ax i s  l ine 
running from south to the north and 
is regarded as the most outstanding 
mausoleum in the country's modern 
architectural history.

      Nanjing Confucius Temple

The Confucius Temple in Nanjing was originally 
constructed in the year of 1034 in the Song 

Dynasty. It was a place to worship and consecrate 
Confucius, the great philosopher and educator of 
ancient China. It is also known as Fuzimiao in Chinese. 
It suffered repeated damage and has been rebuilt on 
several occasions since that time. 1937 was the most 
destruction when it was burnt to ruin by Japanese 
aggressors. In 1984 the temple was rebuilt under the 
support of the local government. During the long 
process, the original building expanded to be a complex 
building in the architectural style of the Ming (1368-
1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties, including the 
Confucius Temple itself, the Jiangnan Gongyuan (the 
place of imperial examinations) and the Xue Gong 
(the Imperial Academy). The complex is still called the 
Confucius Temple out of habit by locals and visitors.

       
       In front of the Confucius Temple, the Qin Huai 
River is flowing. On the south bank of the river, there 
is the longest screen wall in China which is 110-meter-
long (about 120 yards) and piled with bricks. The 
Dacheng Hall is recommended on your trip. It is 16.22 
meters high 

(about 53 feet) and 28.1 meters (about 30 yards) wide 
featuring a 1.5-meter-high (about 5 feet) pedestal. 
There are two worthwhile attractions found in the 
inner hall. One is the largest figure of Confucius in 
China. The other one is the beautiful collection of 38 
vivid panels which are made by various jade, gold and 
silver, detailing the life of Confucius. Out of the hall, 
you will see the bronze statue of Confucius as well as 
the white marble statues of his eight disciples.
         The area around the temple consists of a series 
of tourist shops, snack bars, restaurants and tea 
cafes. They all appear to be in the architectural style 
of the Ming and Qing style. A variety of snacks 
encompassing eight of the most famous flavours are 
available for purchase at here. Everyone's individual 
tastes are well catered for.They are necessary parts of 
food culture in Nanjing.
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              Qinhuai River

Qinhuai River,  a  branch of 
the great Yangtze River, is 

110 kilometers (about 68 miles) in 
length and covers a drainage area 
of 2,631 square kilometers (about 
1,016 square miles). It was originally 
called Huai River, and it is said 
that the river was channeled to the 
city of Nanjing during the reign of 
Emperor Qin Shi Huang, so it was 
named Qinhuai River from then on.

      Qinhuai River is the largest 
river in the Nanjing City area and 
is the 'life blood' of the city. It is 
so fascinating that it captures the 
imaginations of people both at 
home and abroad.

      The Qinhuai River is divided 
into inner and outer parts. The 
most  frequented place along 
the inner river is the Confucius 
Temple. It is a grand temple with 

an unassuming style, which was 
built to commemorate the famous 
Chinese sage, Confucius.

Purple Mountain 
Observatory 

 superstition or not, it shows to 
some extent the importance of 
celestial phenomena in people's 
minds. Then, does this saying 
stir up curiosity about Chinese 
astronomy? The Purple Mountain 
Observatory may give  you a 
satisfactory answer.
     It is located in the Zhong 
Mountain (Purple Mountain) 
Scenic Area in the east suburb of 
Nanjing City. Seen from afar, the 
white domed buildings are shining 
brightly in the sun. Finished in 
1934, it is the earliest and one of 
the most famous observatories in 
China. Of milestone significance, 
it symbolizes the threshold of 
Chinese modern astronomy.

It is said that your wish will come 
true when you make a bow to 

god while the meteor is shooting 
across the sky. Whether it is

Xiaoling Mausoleum 
of Ming Dynasty

Xiaoling Mausoleum of Ming 
Dynasty (Mingxiaoling) is one 

of the biggest imperial tombs in 
China. It lies in the eastern suburbs 
of Nanjing City at the southern foot 
of Zhongshan (Purple) Mountain. 
Emperor Chengzu, Zhu Yuanzhang, 
the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644) and Queen Ma were 
buried there.
      Construction of the mausoleum 
began in 1381 and was completed in 
1431. In 1384, Queen Ma died and 

w a s  b u r i e d  t h e r e .  E m p e r o r 
Chengzu had bestowed upon 
her the title 'Queen of Xiao Ci' 
which means 'Queen of Filial Piety 
and Kindness.' Hence, the name 
Xiaoling derives from her title.

Nanjing City Wall

Nanjing City Wall is one of the 
key historical and cultural 

remains of Ming Dynasty under 
state protection. It is a masterpiece 
of China's ancient architecture. 

         With an original perimeter of about 35 kilometers (22miles), the City 
Wall has a height 14-21 meters (46-67 feet). The footing has a width of 
14 meters (about 46 feet). The present remains have a length of about 21 
kilometers (13 miles). Nanjing is one of the few cities in China that still 
have old city walls, and its City Wall is better preserved with most part 
still remained. Even though it has a history of about 600 years it is still 
spectacular and of great value in terms of cultural relics protection.


